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ing than important. In the final chapter, ' ' Conclusions, ' ' an attempt 
is made to sum up the argument, and show how it bears on the prob- 
lem of immortality. 

As A Defence of Idealism Miss Sinclair's book must be called a 
failure. She gives neo-Hegelian idealism over to the enemy without 
any attempt at defence, while the "new idealism" which she advo- 
cates had no enemies at the time when the volume was written. "A 
Defence of Monism" might be a better title. As a criticism of cer- 
tain contemporary tendencies in philosophy the work has consider- 
able merit, and it will no doubt be welcomed as a contribution to 
current discussions. 

D. T. Howard. 

Northwestern University. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The Journal of Philosophy has much pleasure in circulating 
the following letter from the editor of the Revue de Metaphysique et 
de Morale. Since that periodical began its career it has been a model 
of what a philosophical periodical should strive to be ; it has set a 
standard of humane scholarship and scientific competence that has 
earned the gratitude of readers everywhere. The invitation to co- 
operate in the work of making philosophy an elastic and effective in- 
strument of disciplined vision and intelligence is one to which stu- 
dents of philosophy here can not possibly be indifferent. 

More and more human values are coming to be recognized as the 
ultimate subject-matter of philosophy, values which have to be pur- 
sued along the path of one social ideal or another. The clarification 
of democracy as an ideal and as a purpose demands the best there is 
in us, and the opportunity offered by the Revue de Metaphysique et 
de Morale to speak directly to all its readers will, we trust, meet with 
a response gratifying to all friends of philosophy in both democracies. 

"Now that the United States has placed herself by the side of 
France, that she might seal with her blood the compact of our long- 
standing friendship and affirm the community of our ideals, it would 
seem that the thinking men of the two countries have also a mutual 
mission and duty to fulfil. La Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale is 
moved by the desire to play its part so far as possible in bringing these 
men to the consciousness of this duty. 

' ' The events of these last months have revealed to every one the 
fact that peoples are bound together by something more than the pos- 
session of common interests. They are united by sentiments and prin- 
ciples. Materialistic realism, whatsoever guise it may assume, has 
proved itself deficient. To the question which our poet Vigny asked, 
not long ago : 

" . . . Si les nations sont des f emmes guidees 
Par les etoiles d'or des divines idees?" 

America has answered by the mouth of her statesmen in the same way 
that she had already answered by that of her thinkers and poets ; for 



